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  Like many libraries in South Dakota and nationwide, Briggs    
Library closed to students, faculty and the community for a lengthy 
period due to COVID-19, beginning March 13 and reopening Aug. 
5. The new norm of the fall 2020 semester meant that library facul-
ty and staff needed to modify how to conduct physical operations 
and increase electronic resources to meet faculty and student needs. 
A $14,000 South Dakota Humanities Council CARES Act Grant 
helped the library accomplish this mission. 
  Applying for the grant was “an opportunity to enhance our ser-
vices and adjust to our new circumstances,” Michael Gutierrez, 
head of public services, said. Gutierrez added that the library was 
still operating and meeting the research needs of patrons during the 
facility’s closure. 
  Many new tasks became a part of regular duties with the reopen-
ing of the building. The book collection had to be handled with 
extra care and incoming materials were placed in a quarantined state 
for a certain number of days. Print materials were scanned for stu-
dents to access through a learning management 
  WE MADE IT! I feel like cheering. SDSU 
had a goal of completing on-campus instruc-
tion up to the Thanksgiving holiday and we 
made it! Finals wrapped up at the beginning 
of December, and we are evaluating how 
things went and where we can make im-
provements for next year. 
  It was really nice to have students join us 
back in Briggs Library last fall after being 
closed for nearly five months. We still 
missed seeing their faces because of the 
mask requirement, but it was so good to 
have them in the building again.   
  Over the course of the summer, we made 
many adjustments in preparation for their 
return. For example, we discontinued the 
use of group study rooms and created more 
individual study spaces. 
Consequently, the li-
brary became a popular 
place for people to 
engage in their online 
courses. A noticeable 
procedural change we 
made is to have lami-
nated signs on each 
table. One side of the 
sign says Clean and the 
other says Needs Cleaning. We asked that stu-
dents turn the signs over so that we knew 
when seating areas needed to be sanitized. 
We also regularly sanitized the frequently-
used printers.   
  We continued to make adjustments 
throughout the semester as we saw our typi-
cal usage patterns change dramatically be-
cause of the COVID restrictions. For exam-
ple, in partnership with campus IT, we dou-
bled the number of circulating laptops and 
extended the loan period. We also identified 
ways to better serve students who were 
quarantining or isolating.   
  Our e-textbook efforts continue to grow as 
we endeavor to eliminate costs for student 
learning materials where possible. We are 
working with the University Bookstore and 
in partnership with other BOR institutions 
to see if we can expand these efforts even 
further. 
  After all the preparations this summer, it 
was fun to encounter some of our first ques-
tions when students returned to campus and 
again as they prepared to leave campus for 
the holiday break: Where can I find a book 
to read? It appears our college students are 
looking for some consistency in the swirl of 
change that we are all encountering. A good 
book can be a comfort! 
  I hope your holidays provide comfort as 
we look to the future. 
Kristi Tornquist 
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Smooth operator 
SDHC grant supported continued 
library work and new e-resources 
The SDHC CARES Act Grant supported the hires of student assistants, like civil 
engineering senior Rohit Mali, to aid in the fluid operations of the library after 
the building reopened. (Briggs Library photo) 
Notes, continued from page 1 
The year 2020 has been full of surprises. For three Briggs Library student assistants, an unexpected 
announcement was pleasant and welcome: they were the recipients of donor-supported gifts. 
Two technical services staff retire 
Donors’ gifts impact three student assistants 
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Open PRAIRIE is the SDSU public 
access institutional repository (IR). 
The IR supports the collection, 
preservation and  dissemination of 
SDSU’s scholarship and creative 
output. It provides permanent stor-
age of and public access to institu-
tional   materials. It has been a 
Briggs Library service since Septem-
ber 2015. 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu 
22,138 
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  The Technical Ser-
vices Department saw 
two of its longtime staff 
members retire this 
semester. 
  Computer support 
specialist Jim Kepford 
and library technician 
Patty Vick retired in 
September and Octo-
ber, respectively.  
  When Kepford started 
22 years ago, the library’s circulation area 
had one dot matrix printer between every 
two computers, making for a lot of noise. 
One of his first projects was to implement 
the university’s new print system. Once he 
installed two large HP laserjet printers, the 
noise decreased to a library norm. 
  Retirement plans include seat time with his 
motorcycle and convertible. 
  “I have always enjoyed working with the  
people in the library. 
It’s been a great 22 
years,” Kepford said. 
  Vick watched the 
physical changes of the 
building during her 
nearly 19 years at 
Briggs Library. The 
look of the main floor 
evolved over time as 
library materials transi-
tioned to online, with 
areas of bookshelves and newspaper racks 
making way for open study spaces and new 
offices. 
  Vick plans to be on the move in retirement 
seeing friends and traveling, as well as de-
voting more energy to card-making. 
  “I have enjoyed my time working at Briggs 
Library and have made some life-long 
friends,” Vick said. 
  We wish Kepford and Vick the best in this 
new chapter of their lives! 
Katie Halverson 
Recipient of the Hilton M. Briggs Library 
Excellence Scholarship 
funded by Dinus and June Briggs 
Amber Napier 
Recipient of the Han and Bang Kim 
Library Student Employee Recognition Award 
Spencer Kappenman 
Recipient of the Hilton M. Briggs Library 
Excellence Scholarship  
funded by Dinus and June Briggs 
Major: Nursing  
Year: Sophomore 
Library student assistant since fall 2019 
Department: Circulation 
“When I found out I received the award, I 
was ecstatic. This award is going to help 
me with the next year of school, paying for 
books, classes and other educational tools 
I may need.” 
Major: Human Development and Family 
Studies 
Year: Senior 
Library student assistant since fall 2019 
Department: Circulation  
“I was elated to learn I had received this 
award and feel great gratitude to the donors 
and the library faculty. This award helps me 
to fund my final semester of undergraduate 
studies before moving on to graduate 
school.” 
Major: Nursing 
Year: Sophomore  
Library student assistant since January 
2020 
Department: ILL/Circulation  
“I was so surprised when I was awarded 
the scholarship but extremely grateful! I 
definitely was not expecting it! This will 
help me continue to fund my education 
here at SDSU!” 
Jim Kepford Patty Vick 
BRIGGS LIBRARY 
WISH LIST 
There are many ways to add to the 
success of the library! Below are fund-
ing opportunities to consider. 
Digital archival collections with     
primary sources for online classes:  
 $400 for Origins of the Cold War: 
Documents examine the historical 
conflict between the Soviet Union 
and the U.S., and the world 
events that served to influence 
relations between the two world 
powers.  
 $440 for U.S. Military Activities 
and Civil Rights: The Little Rock 
Integration Crisis, 1957-1958: 
Documents relate to the events in 
the fall of 1957 when nine African 
American high school students 
sought an education at the Little 
Rock Central High School.  
See the Briggs Library Wish List at 
www.sdstate.edu/hilton-m-briggs-
library/briggs-library-wish-list. 
Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs 
Library are people who support 
the library, whether through   
monetary or material donations, 
or as library advocates.  
A Friends of the Library contribu-
tion comes with benefits including 
invitations to library programs 
(after COVID), a newsletter, a digi-
tal bookplate on the library web-
site and a Jack Read poster.  
For more information about 
Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs 
Library, or becoming a donor or 
volunteer, please contact the     
Library Operations Manager at 
Emmeline.Weber@sdstate.edu or 
(605) 688-5564. 
To make a gift as a Friend of the Hilton M. 
Briggs Library, fill out and detach this portion of 
the sheet, and send it and the contribution to: 
SDSU Foundation  
(70760 SDSU Library Fund) 
Box 525 
Brookings, South Dakota 57007 
___ book purchases or online resources 
___ Archives and Special Collections 
___ student assistant scholarships 
___ furniture and equipment updates 
___ library event sponsorship 
___ library artwork 
___ greatest need 
___ other: __________________________ 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
SDSU Affiliation: _______________________________________________________ 
Enclosed: ___ $50   ___ $100   ___ $250   ___ $500   ___ $1,000   ___ other: _________ 
How would you like your gift to support the library? 
 
 
 
 
Please note any correction to the name or address as listed on the back: 
  Students will bring new preservation skills to 
their hometown communities, thanks to a Wo-
kini Challenge Grant awarded to the SDSU 
Archives and Special Collections. 
  Through the grant project, “Impact Through 
Preservation: Training American Indian Student 
Assistants for Tribal 
Archives and Tribal 
Historic Preservation 
Offices,” two Ameri-
can Indian student 
assistants will be hired 
to receive specialized 
training that will later 
be applied to educa-
tional fieldwork at 
tribal archives and 
tribal historic preservation offices (THPOs). 
The grant awarded $9,800 for the project. 
  Archives will train these students in funda-
mental archival, preservation and digitization 
principles and methods as they work with origi-
nal source documents. The students will directly 
contribute to the scholarly landscape of the 
university as they assist in making digital SDSU 
materials available to researchers worldwide.  
  The students will be paired with tribal archives 
and THPOs in or near their hometown. When 
the students return home at the end of the aca-
demic year, they will 
use their training to 
assist with processing 
materials at the tribal 
archives and THPOs. 
These organizations 
have collections that 
are valuable to the 
tribes—and other 
researchers if the or-
ganizations make the 
items publicly available—as they preserve the 
Oceti Sakowin language and culture.  
  This is the third Wokini Challenge Grant 
awarded to Archives. Each grant project focus-
es on training and opportunities for students. 
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students, faculty, staff and community.  
The Impact of Friends 
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system, after ensuring that the digitization complied with copyright. 
All of the computers, scanners and study stations that were used 
during the day were sanitized. The reference desk was relocated to 
promote social distancing, a move that also resulted in increased 
visibility of the reference librarians. 
  The CARES Act Grant funded student assistant positions to help 
with these extra tasks and to provide coverage of the circulation 
desk. The student workers also scanned materials for distance educa-
tion students and for faculty who were conducting research or need-
ed supplemental materials for their courses. 
  Another priority of the semester was for the library to acquire 
more electronic resources suited for the demands of online and hy-
brid online/in-person classes. The grant monies allowed the library 
to invest in e-resources, including 38 film titles purchased through 
Kanopy, a subscription database, for use by faculty and students. 
These included documentaries, instructional films and films pertain-
ing to topics such as politics, history, mental health and education 
development.  
SDHC grant, cont. from page 1 
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Where in the World Did We Go? 
Library materials are on the go! From January through No-
vember 2020, the Interlibrary Loan (ILL) department connect-
ed with libraries across the nation and in 14 countries. ILL 
borrowed 370 physical items and 1,332 scanned articles for 
SDSU patrons, and loaned 964 physical items and 3,434 
scanned articles to other libraries. ILL experienced a spike in 
loaned materials this year as Briggs Library was one of the 
earliest libraries in the nation to fulfill ILL requests during the 
COVID-19 shutdowns. 
  “We are so honored to have received the Wokini Challenge Grant 
for the third time,” Michele Christian, archivist and special collec-
tions librarian, said. “In the past, working with the students has been 
an amazing experience. I look forward to working with new students 
this year. I am proud to be a part of giving students an opportunity 
to assist their communities with preserving their history.” 
Wokini grant, cont. from page 3 
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